




Memorandum in relation to Small Pox in the

Parish of Hampstead during recent epidemics.

The termination of the year affords an opportunity
for considering the last epidemic of Small Pox in
Hampstead, both as regards the number of cases
recorded, as well as the locahties in which the cases
occurred.

During the epidemic of 1880-81, the total number
of cases reported, including those occurring in private
houses, as well as those sent to the various Hospitals,
amount to 50 in all.

Of these, 20 were treated at their own homes, 13
went to the High gate Hospital, and 17 were sent by
the Relieving Officer into the various Hospitals
belonging to the Asylums' Board.

The deaths among those treated at home were
two. The remaining cases were of a shght nature,
and five of them reported as ''slight SmaU Pox"
occurred in one family.

Of the 13 cases sent to the Highgate Hospital
only one proved fatal, that of an unvaccinated female.
Of the 17 cases sent into Hospitals belonging to the
Asylums' Board, as far as I can ascertain, three have
proved fatal.

I have prepared a Map showing the localities in
which these cases occurred. This shews that the
thickest group, consisting of five separate cases,
occurred in the Streets and Courts surroundino- the
Workhouse. ^

_

There is another group of six, but more scatteredm 'character, about houses in the vicinity of the
Palmerston Road, and a third group of five near
Princess Terrace, Kilburn, then a sprinkling of six



2

cases in the Ainger, King Henry, and Adelaide
Koads. The remaining cases were pretty generally

scattered over the other parts of the Parish.

A quarter of a mile radius, drawn from the centre

of the grounds of the closed Small Pox Hospital, in-

cludes only five cases. These came from Haverstock
Hill and Lower Park Eoad, whilst Fleet Pioad, South
End Green, and Pond Street appear to have escaped

entirely. A radius of half-a-mile from the Hospital

shows 12 cases, including those occurring in and
treated at private houses.

To furnish a comparison with the condition of

Hampstead during previous epidemics of Small Pox,

it will be necessary to allude briefly to the epidemics

of 1870-72, and 1876-78.

From the Believing Officers' Returns, it appears

that during the epidemic 1870-72, no less than 162
cases were sent into the Hampstead Small Pox Hos-
pital from this Parish, the first case going in on
December 25th, 1870, the last on the 30th July,

1872. Of these about 40 came from a radius of a

quarter of a mile from the centre of the Hampstead
Hospital, and 29 from the Fleet Eoad, South End
Green, and Upper Park Terrace.

During the epidemic of 1876-78, 110 cases were

sent into the Hampstead Small Pox Hospital by the

Relieving Officer, the first on November 25th, 1876,

the last on August 2nd, 1878. Of these, 44
cases came from Streets in the vicinity of the

Hospital, and 51 from a radius of quarter of a mile

from the centre of the grounds of the Hospital.

During the last epidemic, as I have already stated,

17 cases have been sent by the Relieving Officer into

the different Small Pox Hospitals ; the first case on
the Slst March, 1880, the last on December 20th,
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1881. Of these 17 cases, five came from within a

radius of a quarter of a mile from the centre of

the Small Pox Hospital.

In the years 1871-72, the deaths in the whole of

London from Small Pox were 9698 Of these, 32

were Hampstead parishioners, 23 of whom died in

Hospitals, and nine in their own homes.

In the years 1876 to 1878, the total deaths in

London from Small Pox were 4704. Of these, 35

were Hampstead parishioners, 26 of whom died in

Hospitals, and nine in their own homes.

In 1880-81, the total deaths from Small Pox in

London were 2846. Of these six were Hampstead
parishioners, four of whom died in Hospitals, and
two in their own homes. The fatal cases occurred

in King Henry's Koad, and in Steele's Mews.

The foregoing figures show that the epidemic of

1871-72 was, in the Metropolis, twice as fatal as that

of 1876-78. But the proportion of Deaths of

Hampstead parishioners to the total deaths rises

from 3-3 in the first epidemic, to 7*4 in the second.

In the last epidemic the Hospital was closed, and
the proportion of deaths of our parishioners, includ-

ing the deaths of those dying in the various
Hospitals, falls from 7*4 to 2*2.

Deaths of Hampstead Parishioners from Small
Pox, per 1000, to total London deaths
from SmaU Pox.

Hospital open, 1871-72 3-3

„ 1876 to 1878 7-4

Hospital closed, 1880-81 2*1'
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It must also be remembered that the population
of Hampstead has increased since 1871, from 32,280
to 45,463 in 1881, making the contrast presented by
the above figures still more remarkable.

Since the epidemics of 1871 and 1877, the
conditions affecting the dwellings of the poor living
in the vicinity of the Hospital have not altered in
any particular.

It was formerly asserted that the alarming and
rapid spread of Small Pox in the Fleet Road, South
End Green, Pond Street, and Upper Park Terra3e
was accounted for by the crowded state of the houses,
by their generally insanitary condition, and by
concealed cases. Yet although the neighbourhood
is now more populous than at any former period, we
find that the Fleet Road has entirely escaped during
the last epidemic, and that the streets and parts
bordering on the grounds of the hospital have not
contributed a greater number of cases than the other
parts of the Parish.

We are obliged, therefore, to enquire what special
cause existed in the two former epidemics that
injuriously affected the neighbourhood of Fleet Road
and adjacent parts, which is not existing at tne
present time. The opening of the Hampstead Small
Pox Hospital for the reception of Small Pox cases
during the two epidemics can, I think, be the only
reasonable cause ofi'ered.

At the same time there is no doubt that the
prompt removal of cases, and the attention paid to

re-vaccination has greatly contributed to the
comparative immunity from Small Pox in this Parish
during the last epidemic.

EDMUND GWYNN, m.d.,

Vestry Hall, Hampstead. Medical OJicer of Health.
16lh January, 1882.






